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 213th ASHC and 329th TC DET
           Black Cats 

reunion  of the Black Cats 

 It is going to take a lot work to get the Reunion off the ground.  We need all the help that  every contacted member can give.   So lets roll up our sleeves and get going.  It will be so good to see the guys that made the company work so well.

Thanks To :

MKBrown4@aol.comcomcom

Donald R. Palmer

sencom@penn.com

Thomas Macdonald

macster@earthlink.net

Larry Wheeler

Larry wheeler@intst.com

Company Story

The first two (2) cargo aircraft, on Air Force C-141 and C-130, departed Lawson Army Airfield on 22 January 1967.  On board were 63,00 pounds of the units “Red Tat” cargo, one (1) Chief Warrant Officer and (9) enlisted men.  On 23 January the last cargo aircraft, a C-130 carrying 25,000 pounds of “Red Tat” cargo and two (2) enlisted men, and the first troop aircraft, carrying eight (8) Officers, two (2) Chief Warrant Officers and 88 enlisted men, lifted off Lawson Army Airfield on 24 January 1967.  Major George W. Adamson, Acting Commander of the 213th ASHC since the departure of LTC Moelsy, left on the troop aircraft.


On 25 January the first cargo aircraft arrived in Vietnam, being followed on the 26th, by the second cargo aircraft and the first the troop aircraft. The last lift off the main body, the second troop aircraft, arrived in the Republic of Vietnam on 27 January 1967. 

The USNS Kula Gulf arrived at Vung Tau, Vietnam, with the unit’s 18 aircraft on  29 January 1967.  The general cargo arrived at Phu Loi by truck convoy and was followed by the CH-47’s, the last one arriving 4 February 1967.  The rear detachment, consisting of one (1) officer and two (2) enlisted men, arrived in Phu Loi on 9 February 1967.  As of 9 February 1967, the 213th ASHC completed its move to the Republic of Vietnam.

Training and Operations:

On the 30th and 31st of January 1967, the officers and men of the 213th ASHC received several through briefings from the staff officers of the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion .  The 178th ASHC, also members of the 11th Battalion, began training the pilots and crews of the 213th ASHC on the 31th.  The pilots were given in-country check rides and area orientation while the crews were instructed on In-Flight procedures of the theater of operations.  


As of 29 January 1967, the 213th ASHC and 329th TC Detachment were assigned to the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion by General Order #4 paragraph 1, Headquarters, 12 Combat Aviation Group, dated 8 February 1967, and given the call sign “Stagecoach”.


On 7 February the 213th ASHC begun committing three aircraft per day for missions and on 13 February, they declared themselves operationally ready.  The pilots and crews were given their final orientation ride of the III & IV Corp areas and on 15 February, they carried Nancy Sinatra and a five (5) piece band, their first mission since becoming operational.


The 213th ASHC jumped into their first big operation on 22 February 1967, operation JUNCTION CITY.  At the  end of JUNCTION CITY the radio call sign of the 213th was changed from “Stagecoach” and Officially became “Black Cat”.


